Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 TEHRAN 01394 121344Z 

43 

ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-09 ISO-OO EB-07 /017W 

124702 

R 121250Z FEB 75 
FM AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 21 1 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEHRAN 1394 

DEPT PLEASE PASS COMMERCE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BGEN 

SUB J : CONDUCT OF AMERICAN BUSINESS IN IRAN 

1. THE DCM, WHILE ACTING AS CHARGE, WAS CALLED IN BY PARVIZ RADJI, 
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRIME MINISTER, ON FEBRUARY 8. RADJI BEGAN 
BY SAYING THAT HE HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED BY THE PRIME MINISTER TO 
MAKE OFFICIAL REPRESENTATIONS TO THE EMBASSY TO THE EFFECT THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT OF IRAN WOULD NOT REPEAT NOT TOLERATE AMERICAN 
BUSINESS DEALING THROUGH MIDDLEMEN AND FIVE PERCENTERS IN ITS 
DEALINGS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF IRAN. HE SAID THAT THE PRIME 
MINISTER WAS UNHAPPY OVER TWO SPECIFIC INSTANCES IN WHICH AMERICAN 
FIRMS HAD APPARENTLY ERRONEOUSLY THOUGHT THEY COULD ENHANCE THEIR 
CHANCES OF GETTING GOI CONTRACTS BY WORKING THROUGH MIDDLEMEN. 
SPECIFICALLY, HE SAID THAT WESTINGHOUSE AND AN UNNAMED AMERICAN 
FIRM ENGAGED IN A URANIUM ORE TRANSACTION HAD BEEN GUILTY OF 

THIS PRACTICE. WHEN THE CHARGE PRESSED FOR MORE PARTICULARS ON THE 
URANIUM ORE FIRM, RADJI SAID HE WOULD MAKE INQUIRIES AND GET 
BACK TO THE CHARGE. SUBSEQUENTLY, HE HAD LITTLE CLARIFICATION TO 
OFFER OTHER THAN IT RELATED TO "URANIUM IN GENERAL." WHEN ASKED 
AS TO THE NATIONALITIES OF THESE MIDDLEMEN, RADJI REPLIED "VARIOUS 
NATIONALITIES." 

2. THE EMBASSY WILL INFORM THE LOCAL WESTINGHOUSE REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE SENSE OF THE FOREGOING. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: THE DEPARTMENTS OF STATE AND COMMERCE ARE 
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THE FACT THAT THE GOVERNMENT OF IRAN FINDS UNACCEPTABLE THEIR 
RECOURSE TO FIVE PERCENTERS, MIDDLEMEN AND INFLUENCE PEDDLERS IN 
GENERAL IN DEALINGS WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF IRAN, THERE CAN BE NO 
DOUBT THAT THE GOI IS SERIOUS ON THIS MATTER AND ANY AMERICAN FIRM 
CAUGHT IN A VIOLATION OF THIS PROHIBITION CAN BE EXPECTED TO BE 
EXCLUDED FROM DOING BUSINESS IRAN. 
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